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he asked his friend CoTithon to obtain the sanction of the Great
Committee for the establishment of a special revolutionary
commission. This commission, which is known as the Tribunal
of Orange, from the city where it sate, was not installed until
1 MoHsidor (June 19, 1794), it consisted of five judges, and
continued its work until 17 Thermidor, after the fall of Robe-
spierre,1 and by the time of its dissolution it had condemned
332 persons, chiefly ci-devant nobles and priests, to death.
This tribunal had the natural result of extending the effect of
Terror in the south of France and restoring order, but not so
much as the decree for the destruction of Bedoin near Car-
pen tras. This little town was reported by Suchet, commandant
of a battalion of volunteers of the Ard&che, who had dis-
tinguished himself at the capture of Toulon, to be the head-
quarters of anarchy and anti-revolutionary feeling, and as it
gave a pretext by cutting down its tree of liberty, and refusing
to give up the names of the culprits, it was sentenced by the
Convention to be destroyed. The criminal tribunal of Avignon
held a sitting at Bedoin on 9 Prairial (May 28, 1794), and
sentenced the principal inhabitants to death, and the deduc-
tion of the town was then undertaken by Suchet, the future
Marshal of France and Duke of Albufera, after Maignet had
warned the inhabitants to remove all their belongings. But
the town was only set alight to, it was not burnt down, as
Maignet himself pretended it was in order to spread the
reputation of the Terror, for after nine or ten houses were
destroyed, the soldiers, under the direction of Suchet, ex-
tinguished the flames 2 The example had its effect, and when

1 Bernat Saint-Prix, La JW,sh<;6 reuolutionnairc dans les departements
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- Le Marechal Sudiet, by C. H Barraull-Roulloii, 1854, p. 217, the
notice on Maignot in Kabbe's JBioyruplwe des Contemporains, Paris, 1830,
etc.; it is only fair to state that Bernat Saint-Prix, relying on a letter
from Agricol Moureau in Courtois, Papiers trouves chez Robespierre, p. 393,
which he admits is incorrect in some details, and on other documents, all
dated after the Terror, when Bovere, Maignct's personal enemy, was in